EVOLUTION OF PESTICIDES
Prior to 10,000 BC
(Prehistory)
Mud, Smoke, Fire, Animal Fat, Dung, Botanicals and Formic Acid from
ants were all used as primitive pest controls.

10,000 BC – 500 AD
(Antiquity)
Sulfur, Arsenic, Salt, Copper Salts, Mercury, Oil (from crushed olive pits
called, Amurea) and Folk Magic were all used as pest controls.

500 AD – 1600 AD
( Post Classical To Colonial Era)
The Middle Ages saw few new controls beyond hand removal of pests. In
France, beetles were ordered to depart and upon failing to do so, were collected
and killed. The Colonial Era introduced tobacco extracts,
cyanides & soaps.

1600 AD – 1800 AD
(Renaissance & Colonial Era)
Nicotine sulfate from tobacco (1690), extracts of Rue, Arsenic honey bait,
oils, creosote, and soaps were all used as pesticides. In 1742, Réaumir
suggested releasing lacewings in greenhouses to kill aphids.

1800 AD – 1900 AD
(Victorian Era)
The compounds, eventually named, BHC (Faraday, 1825) & DDT (Zeidler, 1873)
were first synthesized. Rotenone & Pyrethrins extracted from botanicals.
Commercial pesticide mixes called Paris Green, Lead Arsenate & Bordeaux
Mixture sold to combat large scale agricultural pests such as
the Great French Wine Blight.

1900 AD – Present
(20th & 21st Centuries)
		

BHC & DDT were rediscovered as pesticides and became
a wartime tool. Post-WWII pesticide boom: Organophosphates,
Organochlorides, Phenoxyacetic Acids, and Carbamates. 1950’s and 60’s saw :
insect resistance and Carson’s Silent Spring (1962) which referenced the loss of
songbirds as a sign of the environmental impact of pesticides.

Pesticide development and use escalated, creating some of the most widely used pesticides in
history: Glyphosate (1971) & Imidacloprid (1988). The success of Imidacloprid was tainted by being
linked to bee hive collapse (2000’s). Glyphosate’s popularity led to the “Round-Up Ready” Soybean
which launched the GMO revolution.
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